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“The MakerBarn is a member-driven family-friendly makerspace that exists to provide a place for our members to          
envision, design, and realize creative projects. We are dedicated to building a creative maker community among our   

membership and the community at large.”
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Welcome to 2023!
Wow, December was a busy month!  In November we cleaned out suites 201 and 202 in 
preparation for our move.  Then, in December just before the move, we rented a truck and 
moved in a big load of furniture and equipment that was donated to us by Tenaris.  The 
furniture is in like-new condition and really brightens up the lab. Then the move from suite 
101 in the old building to suites 201 and 202 in the new building.  We had a tremendous 
showing of members volunteering to help.

If you remember from the last newsletter, 
we were looking for some equipment to 
start a ceramics program at the lab. Well, we 
found it, or it found us.  There was a man 
who needed to clear out his father’s house in 
Sour Lake, Texas.  He had placed an ad on 
Craigslist offering the collection of molds 
and equipment for sale.  There were quite a 
few molds, that was obvious in the ad photo.  
I contacted him and told him about The 
MakerBarn. I mentioned that if he wanted 
to donate some on all of the stuff we would 

gladly accept it.  He thought the was a great idea and said we can have it all.  We knew there 
would be quite a lot of molds, so Kathy rented a 26’ truck and about ten volunteers went to 
Sour Lake to pick up the material.  It was a good thing we got the big truck.  It took the ten 
of us four hours to load the truck. We didn’t count the number of molds, but my guess would 
be about 600, a few more than we need.  So, now we will be going through the collection 
selecting molds we would like to keep and molds that we can give to other maker spaces.  We 
did get three kilns; one has a very nice digital controller.

Tenaris made some wonderful donations to us.  Part of the donations were some 
measurement devices used in the metalworking industry.  One of the instruments is a Profile 
Projector.  It operates like a large screen microscope.  The object to be inspected is placed in 
front of a light source and its shadow is projected on a screen.  Using the attached computer, 
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complex measurements can be made with a resolution of 1/10,000 of an inch.

We also received two Automatic Rockwell 
Hardness Testers.   These devices measure the 
hardness and strength of metals.  Hardness 
testers can be used to determine the type of 
metal that is being worked with or for 
determining the hardness after heat treating.  
This will be a great help to those who want to 
do toolmaking or knife making.

We will have a class on heat treating tool steels 
in the near future.

And now for a rather sensitive topic:  The MakerBarn was setup as a learning, exploring, 
and fun place to work on projects. Part of this is entrepreneurship which involves inventing, 
producing, and learning about starting a business. We have never made policy regarding 
using The MakerBarn as a production facility for an operating business, but lately I’ve been 
getting some questions about this.  I think that using The MakerBarn for making various 
things to sell at craft fairs and such is a fine thing.  This is because what is being sold is not 
so much the physical item, but the work and thought that went into making it.  Having 
a customer pay you for something that you invented and made with your own hands is a 
very satisfying experience. But, if The MakerBarn is being used as a cheap place to cover 
manufacturing costs, that’s crossing a line.

Many makerspaces have onerous rules and fees for those who use the makerspace for business 
activity.  I don’t want to see this at The MakerBarn, it takes away from the freedom we have 
to make whatever we want. I just hope that members consider what they are doing.  They 

should consider the expense of purchasing, maintaining, and housing 
that equipment as well as the volunteer members who keep it all going. 
The $40 we pay each month does not go very far toward the purchase 
of a $4,000 planer or a $5,000 laser engraver. But when we all work 
together, it is not a problem at all.

Happy New Year!

 George Carlson
President, MakerBarn
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Here’s an important reminder to all 
members; the primary communications tool 
for the MakerBarn is our Slack Account and 
the channels within it.  EMail is only used 
for the monthly newsletter and any urgent 
news that must be shared with all members.   

Please be sure to use Slack by joining the GENERAL channel and all other  channels 
that are of interest to you.  By doing so you are assured of staying  in touch with 
everything going on at the barn. 

Ask any manager to send a SLACK invitation text to your phone and then you can 
activate the SLACK app for MakerBarn. 

Thank-you Tenaris Manufacturing!

November, 2022
MakerBarn Moving Crew
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MADE AT MAKERBARN!

Robert Wozniewicz made 
a “Green & Green” style 
pendulum clock out of 
mahogany with ebony accents.

Colleen Helz made a nativity scene. She used the lathe 
and other tools at MakerBarn.
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MADE AT MAKERBARN!

Colleen Helz made use of some dead 
space in her home shop by building this 
rack system.

MakerBarn is considering creating 
a community garden in 2023.  
What do you think about this 
idea?  How would you like to 
see it done?  We might operate it 
similar to the “veggie garden” run 
by Interfaith of The Woodlands.  
Share your ideas in the new 
Community-Garden channel of  

MakerBarn SLACK for now and if enough interest is shown we may just call a meeting 
& explore this further!
https://woodlandsinterfaith.org/programs-services/veggie-village-5/
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MADE AT MAKERBARN!

Joe Foster is experimenting with sublimation.   His goal is to eventually make 
a Sequence game board for those that have difficulty seeing.  He has tried vinyl, 
acrylic, lamination material (on tin andaluminum ACM), spray matte sublimation 
coating on aluminum composite ACM, and chromaluxe aluminum photo sheet.   
He is planning to for the finished product to be chromaluxe aluminum photo sheet 
laminated to a hardboard tempered panel.

Joe Foster also 
made vinyl stickers 
for his church
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Are you Manager Material?
The MakerBarn runs on volunteers and you if you have been an active member for two 
months or more, we would like you to consider becoming a Shop MakerBarn Manager.  MB 
Managers work 3-4 hour shifts during which they supervise the general operation of the Shop 
keeping a close eye on safety and noting any maintenance issues that arise.  They also devote 
a fair amount of time to general cleaning of the shop floor and emptying the dust collection 
and trash systems.  They give prospective members tours and update MACS access cards as 
needed for members.  Oh, and they enjoy 24/7 access to the Shop!

If the Shop manager role sounds interesing to you, contact Jim Barron via Slack.   Thanks!

Kevin Laird has been making cutting and 
charcuterie boards using woodshop, laser, and 
CNC tools of MakerBarn
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You might remember in last month’s newsletter Joe Foster showed us some 
mystery Shop creations.  It turns out thse are connectors between the horizontal 
16’ reaching arms and the 8’ vertical extensions that are a part of a microphone 
boom system he built and used his church Christmas production.
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MADE AT MAKERBARN!

Kevin Laird has been making 
cutting and charcuterie boards 
using woodshop, laser, and 
CNC tools of MakerBarn
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Rodger Jones says his wife, Wendy Jones 
made 6 charcuterie boards, one for each 
of my in-law’s grand kids for Christmas.

When a giant cedar tree that was was 
the center piece of their back yard as the 
grand-kids grew up fell, Wendy took a 
chunk of the trunk to the Maker Barn 
and cut it into planks (band saw/planer/
sander) . She removed the rotten bits 
and filled them with colored resin, then 
finished them and coated them in resin, 
and did a FINAL FINISH.

She had no prior experience doing any of 
this (neither did I) and basically learned 
how on the first prototype.  Thanks go to 
MB Manager Elizabeth who gave Wendy 
some pointers during the initial cuts.

The memories of playing under that tree 
were dear to those kids...now adults. 
These were a hit!

Welding Pilot Program - Anyone interested in participating in a welding program that 
involves an online portion and a hands-on portion, please contact Kathy Barbieri at 
merchant@barbierifamily.org, or directly on Slack. Click this link to learn more about 
the curriculum: Welding Class Pilot Program 

For your calendar - MakerBarn Winter PotLuck Dinner is Sunday February 12, 4-6 PM
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Members, please remember!!

Members - PLEASE remember to  
clean up after using any equipment 
in the Shop or the Lab.  Pictured 
here is equipment that was NOT 
left in acceptable condition.

Also, if you leave anything in the 
Shop or Lab you MUST label it 
with your name, date and when 
you will be returning to pick it up.

Items left without 
ID may be moved 
or disposed of at the 
manager’s discretion!!
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WOODWORKING & CNC

Jim Barron has lots of experience with woodworking and CNC.  He holds occasional      
CNC classes that demonstrate the Vectric VCarve Pro software we use.  Jim can check 
you out on woodworking and CNC tools at the Barn.  Contact him via SLACK.

LASER PRINTING

Greg Radliff is an artist and expert at using Laser Cutter and Engravers.  Greg can 
show you the LightBurn software we use and can check you out for use of the Laser 
printers in the Lab.  Contact him via SLACK

3D PRINTING

Jody Cochran is a graphic artist with deep experience in 3D printing and other 
graphics tools.  Jody can show you slicer and other software used with the 3D printers.  
Contact him via SLACK.

METALWORKING

Bryan Manka is area manager for metalworking which includes the metal mill and 
the metal lathe at the Barn.  He can check you out for use of either of these machines.  
Contact him via SLACK.

ELECTRONICS

Raul Garcia is area manager for electronics.  More of a fixer than designer, but willing 
to help and learn together. See Raul for anything related to microcontrollers, electronic 
devices or other electronics related projects.  Contact him via SLACK.  

Daniel 
Claybaugh

WELDING

Daniel Claybaugh is area manager for welding

Meet The Area Managers
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For New Members
WELCOME to the wonderful world of making!!  We know you’ll come to love this place as much as we do.

First and foremost, this place is about the people. We would like to encourage you to see yourself as more than 
just a member. We are a community. Because we don’t have any employees, we rely heavily on our community 

to keep things running. So please join in, pitch in, and get involved. Ask lots of questions. We are a really 
friendly group and love to help one another. The MakerBarn is a fantastic community of makers and we are 

glad you are here! 

MakerBarn Directors:
George Carlson, Director and President 

Jeanie James, Director
Greg Radliff, Director  

Copyright @ 2020 MakerBarn, All rights reserved.

We are a 501(c)(3) non-profit corporation

You are receiving this message because you requested info at a Makerbarn event or through our website

Our mailing address is:

MakerBarn Lab
28030 FM 2978 Suite 101

Magnolia, TX  77354

If you no longer wish to receive this newsletter please write to info@themakerbarn.org 
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Maker Barn: The Shop & The Lab
28030 FM 2978, Suites 201, 202, 203 & 204, Magnolia 77354

Phone: 832-663-6390

Area Managers: (Guru or Custodian)
Woodworking - Jim Baron

Lasers - Greg Radliff
3D Printing - Jody Cochran

Metalworking - Bryan Manka
Electronics - Raul Garcia

Welding - Daniel Claybaugh

Executive Committee:
Kathy Barbieri - Procurement and Acquisitions

Jody Cochran - Secretary
Raul Garcia - Member at Large

Jim Barron - Membership
Matt Folsom - IT

Doug Green - Web Site
Ashley Dickson - Member at Large
John Buckley - Newsletter Editor
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